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COMPLICITY AT THE EDGE OF EXTINCTION
Ales Cermak

Though many lamps are lit throughout the house, Those with no
eyes to see remain in darkness.

Instead of thinking of each discipline as a mode of knowledge, we
might think of each as offering the difference between a mystery
novel and a science fiction.

— AnnaTsing

But science fiction is the realism of our time. The sense that we are
all now stuck in a science-fiction novel that we're writing together—
that’s another sign of the emerging structure of feeling.

— Kim Stanley Robinson

Space is not Outside, but inside the organism (just as on the other
side, the Outside is already inside).
— Mark Fisher

Life =animmaterial substrate distributed in
the social sphere. On March 12,2020, a global
pandemic was declared.

Gaurav Thakur: Only drugstores and grocery stores are open, but
the vegetable market was crowded and the grocery stores were
full of customers after the announcement of the 21-day lockdown.
People are afraid of food shortages and shopkeepers are raising
prices. Out of fear, people pay more without a second thought.
Since the 22nd of March, the air quality has changed dramatically
because of reduced traffic. Petrol pumps are running, but very few
people go there.

Our time is an age of disorder in humanity. How
can we live on adamaged Earth in the middle of
the sixth mass extinction?

Extremophilic bacteria are those that not only survive but also
thrive in physically and geochemically extreme conditions that
would otherwise be detrimental to most life on the Earth. These
microbes colonize almost every millimeter of the Earth under
conditions of extreme radiation, temperature, pressure and the
lack of oxygen. The philosopher Eugene Thacker describes
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these microbes as ideal objects which enable us to listen actively
to the very idea of life. These microbes are atypical not only
because they live without light, but because their life without light
distinguishes them from existing epistemological qualifications,
which establish human ability to identify and understand what
lifeis. Ignoring the very ability to precisely define what a life is and
whatitis notis the key problemin the project of the decentraliza-
tion of man (from thinking). These microbes reside deep inside
the Earth, they depend onit just as we depend on the Earthiitself.

Pryiashi Gupta: / was at Kalindi Kunj for the festival, we have to
go down to the Yamuna River. There was a lot of foam floating in
the water. People said that the foam is from chemicals in the river
whenever water is released from the dam.

The Earthis neither nature nor a deity. The Earthis anew form

of political power that needs to be explored over and over again.
Man does not mean people, but a special type of existence cre-
ated from the idea of the Enlightenment and put into operation

by industrialization and state regulations, as well as other things.
We could say that this man has made a mess in today‘s world.
The present world is therefore a product of this type of existence.
Neither nature nor the gods will bring unity or peace, but the peo-
ple of the Earth can become the earthly craftsmen of peace.

However, the big problem is with the so-called fix-it people, that
is the people who say they have a plan. These people are in fact
failing and yet we are forced to face their destructive decisions
every day. They take as a matter of faith their secular story of
technological correction, that is in the (technological) perfection
that is yet to come. These people stand behind many scandals
and represent the forces of extermination in their most danger-
ous form.

[Techno-optimism is much worse than
techno-pessimism.]

Imagine an integrated system of interconnected computer

users. Or the frantic fleeing of immigrants across borders, or the
transfer of capital investments to various off-shore locations.
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These world flows are not only interconnected, they also switch
channels and re-map geography. Let's imagine the necropolitical
border progressing from the Greek coast towards our front door.
Lesbosis now next door. The boundaries swirl around us, push-
ing us closer to our own bodies. Imagine earthworms searching
for nutrient-rich soil. Meadows, forests in which they can survive.
They will only survive if they encounter the proper conditions.

The Earthis a spatial phenomenon, an autopoetic sphere that
has created its own stabilities and instabilities. There is no differ-
ence between healing ourselves or healing the Earth. The heal-
ing of our bodies and minds is and should be linked to the healing
of the Earth. There are many medications, but most of them only
temporarily relieve the pain. The Earthis in danger and all of its
species are exposed. Imagine eating a piece of bread. If we eat
the bread with an awareness of what we are doing, we will also be
aware of the Earth, the clouds, the rain, the people, in that piece
of bread. Bread cannot exist on its own. Imagine what it would

be like to find yourself in a completely quiet forest in which no
sounds can be heard. Would it be a dead forest, a forest museum
or aforest of the living dead? Either way, we find ourselves on the
border between life and death.

Bhupendra Kumar: This evening, there was a dust storm on my
way home. Itirritated my throat and eyes.

Pryianshi Gupta: Today, a man with a smoke machine came to
repel mosquitoes and other insects. It works, but the smoke makes
it hard to breathe.

Sumashu Rao: The situation is becoming unmanageable. The
wind is carrying in a massive blanket of smog. Reports say that

the rapid increase in pollution is because farmers are burning field
stubble in the neighbouring states. | saw children coughing and the
number of patients in hospitals is going up, too.

A change of imaginationis also part of a new kind of relations. If
we take something really seriously, it means that at that moment
we become able to design new possible worlds and inhabit them
with new kinds of practices and skills. This opens up opportu-
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nities to think and work in a different way. Stating things in new
ways help us to re-imagine our present and its problems. These
problems open up opportunities for collaboration and further
research.

2

[Pollution Diaries] is something like a way to track things, a plat-
form for monitoring subtle shifts in everyday life, writing common
stories that are ingrained into each of us, even if they originate
inone particular place. They enable us to touch entities that
often do not have a human form, but human activity strengthens
their undeniable qualities and significantly accelerates them.
[Pollution Diaries] is just one field of activity and it shows us
what is yet to come. We can enter it at any time. It is always open.
Movingin this area, however, is not as easy as it may seem at first
glance. As avisitor, one is expected to remain in place in all situa-
tions; with those who are close to us, with those who are far away,
but also with those who appear to be our enemies. This means
that such a visit can readjust our ability to perceive and react. It is
interesting and laborious, but also very risky.

We should not give up our problems, neither now nor at any other
time. We should not block problems in the hope of a safer and
more orderly world. On the contrary, our task is to cause prob-
lems. To induce strong reactions to devastating events. Only this
can extend the time allotted to us. Only this will teach us to be tru-
ly present. We do not need anything to help us forget. Our ethical
imperative should be to allow nonhuman life to procreate, without
humanity, on its way to other worlds aside from the Earth. It may
happen that something that we might consider as life may return
to the Earth’s surface without us there to witness it. Monstersiin
the best sense of the word.
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[Life as an untested and empty principle]

On April 8,2020, around 10:30 p.m. Shweta Kapoor, a first-year
student at the University of New Delhi, is having dinner with her
family. The muffled sound of a mobile phone is heard from the
next room. Shweta looks at her mother - her mother nods in
agreement. Shweta wipes her hands and leaves. He sits down

in the corner of the room and picks up the phone. A photo of the
night street is fading out just as she looks at the display. The room
darkens again. Shweta unlocks the phone to look at the photo
once more, it illuminates her face. She is smiling. Below the photo
is a short text message from her friend: [...] People are now going
outside, saying, Let's get some fresh air.”
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SPOLUUCASTNA POKRAJI VYHYNUTI
Ales Cermak

Though many lamps are lit throughout the house, Those with no
eyes to see remain in darkness.

Instead of thinking of each discipline as a mode of knowledge, we
might think of each as offering the difference between a mystery
novel and a science fiction.

— AnnaTsing

But science fiction is the realism of our time. The sense that we are
all now stuck in a science-fiction novel that we're writing together
— that’s another sign of the emerging structure of feeling.

—Kim Stanley Robinson

Space is not Outside, but inside the organism (just as on the other
side, the Outside is already inside).
— Mark Fisher

Zivot = nehmotny substrat
distribuovany v socialni oblasti.
12. brezna 2020 byla vyhlasena

celosvétova pandemie.

Gaurav Thakur: Otevrené jsou jen lékarny a obchody s potravi-
nami, ale po ohlaseni jedenadvacetidenniho zakazu vychazeni
byl trh se zeleninou plny zakaznikd a obchody s potravinami byly
nacpané. Lidi se boji nedostatku jidla a majitelé obchodt zvysuji
ceny. VSichni plati bez rozmysleni vic, protoZze maji strach. Po
22. breznu se kvalita vzduchu diky omezeni dopravy strasné
Zlepsila. Benzinove pumpy jsou v provozu, ale lidi tam moc nejezdi.

Nase doba je vékem lidské poruchy.
Jak obyvat poskozenou Zemi?

Extremofilni bakterie jsou ty bakterie, které nejen ze prezivaiji,
ale i prosperuiji ve fyzicky a geochemicky extrémnich podmin-
kach, které by jinak Skodily vétsiné Zivota na Zemi. Tyto mikroby
kolonizuji témér kazdy milimetr Zemé v podminkach extrémniho
zareni, teploty, tlaku nebo nedostatku kysliku. Filozof Eugene
Thacker tyto mikroby popisuije jako idealni objekty, prostred-
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nictvim kterych je mozné naslouchat samotné predstave Zivota.
Tyto mikroby jsou neobvyklé proto, Ze Ziji bez svétla, ale predevsim
proto, ze je jejich zivot bez svétla odliSuje od stavajicich epistemo-
logickych kvalifikaci, které zakladaji schopnost lidi identifikovat,
coje Zivot a porozumét tomu. Ignorovani samotné schopnosti
presné definovat, co je Zivé a co neni, je klicovym problémem

v projektu decentralizace ¢lovéka (od mysleni). Tyto mikroby sidli
hluboko uvnitf Zemé, jsou na ni zavislé, podobné jako my jsme
zavislina Zemi.

Pryiashi Gupta: Byla jsem v Kalindi Kunj kvdli svatku, kdy musime
jitk frece Jamuné. Na vodeé plavala spousta pény. Lidirikali, Ze
takova péna z chemikalii je v Fece vzdycky, kdyZz se vypoustivoda
zZprehrady.

Zemeé nenipriroda ani bozstvo. Zemé je nova forma politické
moci, kterou je nutné stale dokola prozkoumavat. Clovék nezna-
mena lidé, ale zvlastni druh byti stvoreny myslenkou osvicenstvi
auvedeny do provozu modernizaci a statniregulaci a dalSimi
vécmi. O tomto ¢loveku by se dalo fict, ze udélal neporadek

v soucasném svété. Soucasny svét je tedy produktem tohoto
druhu. Priroda ani bohové neprinesou jednotu a mir, ale lidé
Zemé mohou byt pozemskymi remeslniky miru.

Velky problém ale predstavuji takzvani fix-it people, tedy lidé, kte-
fi fikaji, Ze maji plan. Tito lidé skute¢né selhavaiji a jejich destruk-
tivnim rozhodnutim jsme nuceni éelit kazdy den. Véri totiz svému
posvatnému svétskému pribéhu o technologickeé naprave, tedy

v (technologickou) dokonalost, ktera musijesté prijit. Tito lidé

zvyhlazovacich sil.

[Technooptimismus je o mnoho horsinez
technopesimismus]

Predstavme siintegrovany systém propojujici uzivatele pocitacu
nebo zbésily Uprk pristéhovalct pres hranice. Nebo kapitalove
investice presouvajici se do riznych offshore lokalit. Tyto své-
tové toky nejsou jen vzajemnym propojenim, jsou také zménou
kanall a premapovanim geografie.
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Predstavme si, jak se posouva nekropoliticka hranice od pobrezi
Recka smérem ke dvefim naseho domova. Lesbos nyni zaCinau na-
Sich dveri. Hranice se stacikolem nas a tlaCi nas bliz k viastnim télm.

Predstavme si Zizaly, jak hledaji pidu bohatou na zZiviny. Louky;,
lesy, v nichz jsou schopny prezit. Preziji pouze tehdy, pokud se
setkaiji s urcitymi podminkami.

Zeme je prostorovym jevem, autopoetickou sférou, ktera vytvori-
la své vlastni stability i nestability.

Neni rozdilu mezi tim, jestli lé¢ime sami sebe nebo IéEime Zemi.
Léceninasich télamyslije amélo by byt propojeno s IéGenim
Zemeé. Existuje mnoho €k, ale vétsina z nich ulevi trapeni pouze
docasné. Zemeé se nachaziv nebezpecia stejnému nebezpedi
jsou vystaveny i vsechny druhy, jez na ni Ziji.

Predstavme si, jak jime kousek chleba. Pokud chléb jime s vé-
domim toho, co délame, uvidime v onom kousku chleba i Zemi,
mraky, dést, lidi... Chléb by sam o sobé existovat nemohl.

Predstavme si, jakeé by to bylo, ocitnout se ve zcela tichém lese,
ve kterém nejsou slyset Zzadné zvuky. Byl by to mrtvy les, les
muzeum nebo les ozZivlych mrtvol. Tak ¢i tak bychom se nachazeli
na hranici mezi zivotem a smrti.

Bhupendra Kumar: KdyZ jsem Sel dneska vecer domd, byla pras-
na boure. Skrabalo mé v krku a palily mé odi.

Pryianshi Gupta: Dneska prijel pan s kourostrojem proti komardam
a dalSimu hmyzu. Funguje to, ale v tom kouri se Spatné dycha.

Sumashu Rao: Situace uz nenipod kontrolou. Vitr prinasi husty
smog. Ve zpravach rikaji, Ze znecisténi slo tak rychle nahoru,
protoZe farmariv okolnich statech vypaluji strnisté. Déti pokaslavaji
apocet pacientl v nemocnicich roste.

Soucasti nového druhu vztaht je také zména predstavivosti.
Bereme-linéco opravdu vazné, znamenato, Ze je nam v té chvili
umoznéno navrhovat nové mozné svéty a obyvat je riznymi dru-
hy praktik a dovednosti. Tim se oteviraji moznosti myslet a pra-
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covat jinak. Jina slovni spojeni nam pomahaji znovu si predstavit
nasi soucasnost ajeji problémy. Tyto problémy oteviraji moznosti
spoluprace a dalsiho zkoumani.

2

[Pollution Diaries] je néco jako metoda stopovani, platforma
pro sledovanijemnych posunt v kazdodennosti, spoleéné psani
pribéhd, které jsou vetkané do kazdého z nas, i kdyz vznikajina
jednom konkrétnim misté. Dovolujinam dotknout se entit, ktere
mnohdy nemajilidskou podobu, ale lidska ¢innost jejich nespor-
né kvality posiluje a vyrazné je urychluje. [Pollution Diaries] je
pouze jedno pole a to nam ukazuije, co teprve prijde. Mazeme

do néj kdykoli vstoupit. Je vzdy oteviené. Pohyb v této oblasti

ale nenitak snadny, jak se mlize na prvni pohled zdat. Od vasi
navstévy se ocekava, ze na misteé setrvate ve vSech situacich,

s témi,jez namjsou blizci, ale i s témi, ktefi nam jsou vzdaleni, ale
také s témi, kteri se zdaji byt nasimi neprateli. To znamena, ze
takova navstéva mlize preladit vasi schopnost vnimat a reagovat.
Toje zajimavé, pracné, ale také velmiriskantni.

Nemeélibychom se vzdavat svych problém, ani béhem nasiepo-
chy, ani kdykoli jindy. Neméli bychom blokovat problémy v nadéji
potize vyvolavat. Vyvolavat silné reakce najakékoli ni¢ivé udalos-
ti. Jen to nam muze prodlouzit ¢as, ktery je nam vyméren. Jen to
nas nauci byt skute¢né pritomni. Nepotrebujeme nic, co by nam
muselo pomahat, abychom zapomnéli. Nasim etickym imperati-
vem by méla byt moznost dat nehumannimu zivotu prostor, aby
komponoval bez lidstva, zatimco je na cesté k jinym svétlim, nez
je Zemé. MUize se totiz stat, ze néco, co bychom mohli povazovat
za zivot, se vrati na zemsky povrch, aniz bychom toho museli byt
svedky. Monstra v nejlepsim slova smysilu.
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[Zivotjako nevyzkouseny a prazdny princip]

8.dubnaroku 2020 kolem 10.30 odpoledniho ¢asu. Shweta
Kapoor, studentka prvniho roéniku na univerzité v New Delhi,
prave veceri se svoji rodinou. Z vedlejsi mistnosti se ozyva tlume-
ny zvuk mobilniho telefonu. Shweta se podiva na matku —matka
souhlasné kyvne hlavou. Shweta si utira ruce a odchazi. Sedne
sivrohu mistnosti a bere do ruky telefon. Na displeji telefonu
mezitim bledne fotografie nocniulice. V mistnostije opét tma.
Shweta znovu odemyka telefon, aby se podivala na fotografii, ta
jiosvétluje oblicej. Je vidét, ze se usmiva. Pod fotografii je kratka
SMS zprava od jejich pratel: [...] Lidi ted’chodi ven a fikaji: ,Pojdme
se nadychat ¢erstvého vzduchu.”
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